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Editorial
Court draws line on drawing New York state's electoral district lines

Published: 2:00 AM - 02/15/12 
Finally, someone who can make a difference has said what many others have been saying for quite a while. It's time for the courts to step in and take over the important task of drawing election district lines.

A federal judge made the ruling this week in a lawsuit filed last fall, back when it had already become obvious that majorities in the Senate and Assembly would use this opportunity to solidify their power for the next 10 years, despite written vows by most that they would turn over this task to an impartial body with the expertise to do it fairly.

It is not surprising that judges are getting nervous. One has already ruled that the state must conduct a primary election for Congress in June, and, as of this week, a little more than four months before the polls are scheduled to open, nobody knows the location of the congressional district lines.

Because the state has to get rid of two districts in response to the relative drop in population documented by the 2010 Census, the task will be more difficult than usual.

Even though a legislative committee has come up with new lines for Assembly and Senate districts, an analysis of voting patterns shows what most people might have suspected — Democrats would expand their control of the Assembly and Republicans would expand their control of the Senate in the new configuration. Researchers from the Columbia Journalism School and the Center for Urban Research adjusted voting from the 2010 election to conform to the new proposed district lines and came up with the results.

The party leaders are betting that they can drag out this process and have their distorted election maps become law by default. Courts have now hinted that they will oppose that plan. Still to be heard from is the governor. Will he live up to the promise to veto this power grab or will he trade a decade of gerrymandering for something he has concluded is more important?
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